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Modern Bangkok from
an IC'I perspective

Why this I'l" journalist is talking to the art world

A e digysagn Dwas conacoed by & lovely
iy b the e of Miva Yoshida, tha
voprnerilosral the Lak-Ea-Pld, Lak-Ea-Perd:
I Banghok Id=ible Landsepessan and
filvwy e hilaieigan amel seminoar, By o ked
i cared to deliver a keynoleaddress
crplai nang thaese acdeas b the conest of
today’ s Bangkok. Shelad ananged o
invitg oheer expers in dhe field of sociologne,
vl plannbog. arc nne archipesoere e
aach explain not just how Bangkok bacd
sthvangod , hat why

Twezg o mectsuch luminaries as Pro.
fessor Sarat Maharnj of Sweden s Lanad
Uniwersity and London’s Geddsmith Cel-
lepeand Thailund's own Professor Apinan
Posdinani warecdin Maerneswhelcly, D i assured,
ez magch more o thewarld of art dhn
ey o leee I the pages of the Post
¢ veradaene, Also arwending and exhibiting
il b arists Trosn Frameedisliarkaien—
Sweeon, Hong Kok e Tk,

Thanee nar il psiens of eingan expert in
1l fild of fiese nrt, though Dido oclomit oo
AdiElusionzal Gie dél],']:luh”.‘ih |I!Lgl.l]ﬂl.l.11f.2l
joarmal e thio other side of the Chao
Pl river, metaphofcilly of s,
perhagps taken with my old 7981 Penay
Siapare- A, pe i veitho digial LTI
thewcan finalby reachs decent resolution
wnd gel il al the nolse problems. or
p{'::l|;|i;|:.' sl hy v el lasrmat Branico
SO0 A Dpes, [iave oneof those too], Bt
| b,

Asan outsider, Limmediatehy flothis
wems InLeresting arul |'Ir.1||l:'r:-p_:-r|;|', :.-'1'!1'l.:||
winsure ofwhicther [knew enouglof the
matier ot hand, Dsoon felt better ance
Slbyvan coedod e s do b Lhe persnnwho
gj\'ﬁ. thiEaudiEnee :1|'|1‘!!-:'|‘||HT5.‘LT|I.’!II1 ofrhe
wliys ol wherefores ol modern Banghok
Frovm a Lechnolsgy perspective, The best
b sl all s that Mivaspocibicallvasked
pvne o el resss 1 fnom a cribical perspeciive,
rather than the poiches - cream vie
st crnir beaders allon subwscribs Lo,

Bringasked ioelaborte ononeofthe
chings Lo posslonaie whoot, and more
imporiantly, asked 1o be eritical abou .
is perhapsthe greatest birthday presen
| cotlad wiaby Tor Adl due credit we my co-
consplrator hene at ohe Post Dodedad e,
il T Lo, wltvin puiciend b By noy sy,

“Thou

DOW SAMBANDARAKEA

The cucstion | need manseer is perbags
threefobd What hog )ET donefor Bunghkok?
What can it doand why it has nocdone
soTAnd whao illsbns i browght Dpon us?

Feturning again to my ofien quoted
roetapkboeof the tele phone, itis clear thin
rovedal e pluanies have prven the reshidents
i Eainreok the sreatesemdvamee e
he digroee ry O lre = rmdne lme lo work
and corduc, meetingswhile siuckinour
ppaelous ialTie s, Lonking al the sowid
ivdele, we see that pre-pay technology
Tias given our migrant workers anck the
uraberelass the menns ol connectl T Lo
theworld at large,

Whit hag ned happened leee, Bt hos
happened in mach of Eurcgse and the
UImitedd Staees, i the freelngup ofthe
wnpkloroe throwgh 250 and 30 data e ch-
nvology and the political reform char has
H|'|H.':1|:"HH.II|I K., I]u::pl|1I1Il.'|1'|'¢|!lr||:|:|,|:'~
are that of privacy wnd the decimation of
s il mannoers — waith tocday '« |||11,|A-:'t'
ard longer tulk times, bingoul of ringe
is iantamaunt toadmitting that thens is
fostmne ] I oo Ridele, @l ©aomsu e gha you
will .ugn:'l_“.hu_l il |1_'_.'I|,":t‘:|'|ﬁ[!;¢"r4lil.‘a-!']é'.-' e
|||E|.:l.:'||||-..|;|||1'|!|'-;||| LEir I'I|'||J|'|I', Inck -
Lo-face interpemsonal skills and, byand
large, tend to be somewhat annoying,

Anesther lssase that comes o mind is
thatelfonling gaming Way back when
Bagnarok wos making chvo leadl bses Doy
the damage it was doing 1o our youth,
creating a gonetation af lntermat somilyies,
adriendaked meiliowas infaccan (T
problem. Bo, Dreasomed, iTwas not, The
'|'|[|.I|II||I,!II1 wedts o inl one, Oure children
woipe escapring fromn the real weorld for the
anbinneworld ot hecause ol thoe el tech

nobopy, but biscwse real lewas really so
stresalul sl depressing,

Cones Togade: L imust ask the wrbisn planme
inibe seminar s the challenge nbwiring
ups Bangkak anc gesting peogsle omline, 1
hias hien sugsrestecd that South Koresisae-
creded with i1 WTIEL Internet rall-out.
F"J'"'"-:"'; ".1_|'-|:u|||||.-.;|:|| sl G B EONs
Seoul, besause mcs peape baed innead
ard conmgrac) ppsrienent Blocks Dhk coukd
cripnaly T wired weith filore vo sk baslding,
amd shom-range (i ast) VIS withinin
Thewining mskadisy faced is guitdilf e
i the sprawling, old metropaolis withapgng
andsule-stind ard welephoae eopper that
is called Banghok, Sgll with the limited
msmhier ol lixed lines, dowoe nood cogpes
weire DSLalall? should we adopt fbre 1o
e home? Wirelegs? Sarclline?

Ul fssane o e cllect thar wechnalogy

“msonartis alsoanewiich Hind dvse o -

piny Dusaomie A venr e Baeblinag gl thetoric ul
the incambents thatdigital mediz only
primingaties pliscyT Is the Mapste (che orig
inal o, thn g nealy el Wit of
Morpheus tourrentdy gasping for i lis
Raresntl e cesnat ) A |'.."'||:l|:l:-e"=~l Funns
are the fumive, whiv ame wae lefk ot [s our
cubtureofsollvsace piraey teen g the
country into pparish seate?

O the o her and, are we to helivye
vt v vl elode tha dipioed moesin creaues
ngs oppTinities and lovers thecost of
cikry lin @ gen i ket II|.4|.i.'.|||-::-|l.l||:-|II1'~4'-\'.1|::-:.
oy & bendfulof promoters aod media
comriniost Haz the KPS {ile Corpmeal criaky
madi jypossible forany new arias
break imoo this must select of clulbs?

[hese e just sdnme o1 e issaes
Twill explees in my keyneteaddress dhis
satvircay (1A Sehy, Theexhibiticn
irzellruns feome the 1 ldh of March e the
13th of April. Wou cam find more infor
I1L:I|-::|II.1['.-'.".-'.".'J.Il.l-|.!lv|.'[‘l'n-'l_'l"l:l.:L'.]:ll'l.l::I"l.'l..li'l i
and ook forvard toseeing you then,
chaeoring o [ guy cinaght in letween
artists g flmmalkens,

Dion Somkanil arz'isa [ 2a open soarce adedals
wha s doing his b to 2dvance awareness of
the differenca betwienn froo spaech and fres
kear in the carridors of povwer ia Thailand.
Email; Donibarghokpast.net



